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to plan for
rebuilding
after £1tn
Syria war

Postwar mistakes in Irag must

not be repeated, says report

Sam Jones
Kareem Shaheen Beirut
Agencies

The war in Syria could cost the country
almost £1tn in lost economic growth by
2020, according to a report that urges
the international community to ensure
a plan is in place to help reconstruct the
shattered countrywhen the conflict ends.

The study, by the international chil-
dren’s charity World Vision and the con-
sultancy firm Frontier Economics, esti-
mates the war - which will enter its sixth
year next week - is costing Syria £3.2bn
a month in lost growth. It says even if
the fighting were to end this year. the
economic fallout is still likely to reach
£485bn, with the figure rising to £915bn if
it continues for another five years.

Thereport warns that without aninter-
nationally agreed reconstruction strategy
ready togo when the warisover, theworld
risks repeating the post-conflict planning
failuresthat have dogged similar effortsin
Afghanistan and Iraq.

World Vision said that although the
Syrian crisis has. according toUN data, led
tothe deaths of more than 250,000 people
and affected the lives of more than 8 mil-
lion children, its economic consequences
were in danger of being overlooked.

The report says estimated life expec-
tancy at birth hasdropped by 15 yearsdur-
ing the conflict, attacks on hospitals have
left only 43% functional and half of Syria’s
doctors have fled the country.

“Financial loss translates into human
loss: lost education, lost health, lost
jobs and lost opportunities,” said Tim
Pilkington, chiefexecutive of World Vision

UK. “The costs of the conflict are stagger-

ing. Unless we act now, this war won't just
affect a generation of children, but their
children’s children. We must prepare the
ground for peace now. The longer it takes
torebuild Syria, the greater the challenge
and the higher the costs. The world must
not repeat the postwar planning failures
made in recent conflicts.”

In some of Syria‘'s most intense fight-
ingsinceatruce brokered by international
powers came into effect late last month,
rebels fighting to overthrow the govern-
ment of President Basharal-Assad clashed
with Kurdish paramilitaries in Aleppo at
the weekend.

Jabhat al-Nusra, al-Qaida’s affiliate in
Syria, fired about 100 shells into Sheikh
Maksud, a neighbourhood controlled by
the Kurdish People’s Protection Units in
Aleppo, and clashes resumed yesterday
between rebels based in the city and the
Kurdish militia, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

Aleppo is divided between the regime
and the opposition, but has been sub-
jected toa major Russia-backed offensive
inits northern countryvside aimed at sever-
ing rebel supply lines to Turkey.

Despite the weekend fighting, talks
aimed at reaching a political deal to end
the five-year conflictappear set to resume,
with an official from the High Negotia-
tions Committee, an umbrella opposi-
tion group, saying it was likely to send a
delegation to Geneva,

“Our inclination is to go,” Riad Nassan
Agha, amember of the HNP, told Reuters.
He said members of the opposition del-
egation would start arriving in the Swiss
city on Friday, cautioning that the HNC
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hoped nothing would happen to prevent
its attendance.

The HNC's coordinator, Riad Hijab, a
former prime minister who defected to
the oppositionin2012, said the blocwould
decide by the end of the week whether to
attend the Geneva talks, and said it had
complained to the UN that Russian air-
strikes have continued despite the truce
brokered by Russia and the US.

Russia intervened in the war last
autumn in an effort to preserve the rule
ofits embattled ally Assad. But the “ces-
sation of hostilities” agreement has not
prevented sporadic bouts of violence from
erupting in the country.

World Vision praised the UK for leading
the international humanitarian response
to the Syrian crisis, adding that it would
be a natural step for the country to show
similar leadership when it came to pro-
ducing a “historic restoration plan”.

The UK is the second biggest bilateral
donor to the region behind the US, It
recently pledged to double funding to the
crisis to more than £2.3bn by 2020 to fund
education, jobs and humanitarian protec-
tionin Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.

The World Vision report also stresses
the regional consequences of the crisis,
noting the “severe economic shock” the
war has had on the country’s neighbours.

Lebanon is estimated to have spent up
to £700mon Syrianrefugees between 2012
and 2014 - more than half of it on trying
to cope with the increasing demand for
electricity.

Jordan, which is home to more than
600,000 Syrian refugees, has suffered
an estimated 12% drop in its population’s
living standards as a result of the war.

Head of Médecins Sans Frontieres warns of return

Kareem Shaheen Beirut

Attacks against civilians in war zones
across the world have grown more indis-
criminate due to a myopic focus by the
major global powers onfighting terrorism,
the head of the international charity Mé-
decins Sans Frontiéres has warned.

In an interview with the Guardian,
Dr Joanne Liu, the Canadian physician
who is president of MSF, issued a broad
indictment of how modern warfareis con-
ducted, declaring that the world powers
had failed in their duty to uphold the rules
of conflict, threatening a return to “bar-
barian times”.

“We are in a completely different way
of rules of engagement in conflicts,” she
said during a visit to Beirut. “What the
Geneva convention and international
humanitarian law brought to conflict was
to mitigate war on civilians. and by not
respecting that we are going backwards a
hundred years. It's barbarian times. Idon't

Dr Joanne Liu,
president of MSF:
‘If the rules are
to be changed we

want to be told’

think in the 21st century we should allow
ourselves to drift there.

“If the rules are to be changed, we want
to be told,” she said.

The past few months have seen an
increased ferocity in attacks on health
facilities, especially in the Middle East.
Last month, airstrikes hit an MSF-sup-
ported hospitalin Syria’s opposition-con-
trolled 1dlib province, killing 11 people,
the 14th attack on medical facilities since
thestart of the vear. A total of 94 airstrikes
and shelling attacks targeted MSF facili-
ties in Syria in 2015 alone.

Over the past five months two MSF
hospitals have been attacked in Yemen,
as well as one mobile clinic and an ambu-
lance belonging totheorganisation, which
is operating in the midst of a war in which
a coalition led by Saudi Arabia is fighting
Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.

Last October an MSF hospital in the
Kunduz district of Afghanistan was
destroyed by airstrikes despite the fact

that its GPS coordinates had been pro-
vided in advance to the US-led coalition.

“Whatis striking is the precision of the
attack, the insistence of the attack and
the persistence of the attack over time,”
Liu said.

“The elephant in the room is the war
against terrorism - it’s tainting every-
thing.” she said. “People have real dif-
ficulty, saying: *‘Oh, you were treating
Taliban in your hospital in Kunduz?’ I
said we have been treating everyone who
is injured, and it will have been Afghan
special forces. it will have been the Tali-
ban - yes, we are treating everybody.”

She added: “People have difficulty
comingaround toit, It'sthe core, stripped-
down-medical-ethicsdutyasaphysician.
If I'm at the frontline and refuse to treat a
patient, it'’s considered a crime, As a phy-
sician, this is my oath, I'm going to treat
everyone regardless.”

The organisation’s latest public rela-
tions campaign has used the slogan “the

to ‘barbarian times'’
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doctor of your enemy is not your enemy™.
Liu said the lack of respect for the rules
of war was a consequence of the involve-
ment of members of the UNsecurity coun-
cilin conflicts around the world, as well as
the counter-terrorismlens through which
wars were being viewed.

“Today in Afghanistan, Yemen or
Syria, we have four out of five permanent
members of the security council that are
involvedin the coalition,” shesaid. “They
haveajob topreserve peaceinthe world. I
might benaive tosaythat, but they'resup-
posed to preserve something, and today
they are part of and taking active roles in
those conflicts.”

Liu said that attacks on civilians and
global crises would endure as long as the
international community viewed them
from a national security standpoint.

“If we continue to respond to crises
through the sole lens of national security
interests, we will continue to see hospitals
being bombed,” she said.



